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TAX GUIDE FOR FOREIGNERS 

WHAT IS THE VAT NUMBER? 

number identifies the taxpayer carrying out an economic acti-
his dealings with Public Authorities or Administrations 
with all other economic operators. 

The VAT number is issued by the Revenue office upon 
setting up VAT status and remains the same until your 

business ceases to be. It must be shown on tax returns and 
any other document where requested. 

WHAT DO I HAVE TO DO WHEN STARTING UP A BUSINESS? 

Anyone who carries on a business, art or profession must apply for a 
VAT NUMBER from the local Revenue office by submitting the special 
business start-up declaration within 30 days from the business start-up 
date or upon establishment of the company, following the instructions 
attached to the form. 

The forms used to notify the start of the business activity are available on 
the Revenue Agency’s internet site (www.agenziaentrate.gov.it). The 
forms to use are: 
• AA7/7 for entities other than individual persons (Companies, etc.); 
• AA9/7 for individual persons (one-man businesses). 

The declaration of start-up of a business may be submitted: 
• directly to a local Revenue office, in duplicate, exhibiting an identity 

document; 
• by post in the form of a registered letter, in a single copy, enclosing a 

copy of an identity document; 
• by Internet: using the Internet service autonomously after requesting 

a PIN code directly from the Revenue office or through the web site 
http://fisconline.agenziaentrate.it, or through a certified intermediary 
using the Entratel service; 
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TAX GUIDE FOR FOREIGNERS 

HOW TO REGISTER PROPERTY LEASE 
AND RENT CONTRACTS 
Given that all agreements, regardless of the amount, are to be registered 
if the term is more than 30 days a year, property leases must be registe-
red within 30 days from the date the agreement was drawn up or, if 
prior, from the first payment date. 

HOW MUCH DOES REGISTRATION COST? 

for urban property 2% of the annual rent 

for urban property with negotiated rents* 2% on the annual sum agreed 
to the extent of 

land ** 0.5% of the annual rent multi 
plied by the number of years 

other property (areas) 2% the annual rent multi 
plied by the number of years 

* The above refers to residential lease agreements (with a minimum term of 3 years extendable, by 
right, for a further 2 years) and lease agreements on transitory residential property which caters for 
the accommodation of university students (with a minimum term of 6 months and a maximum of 36). 
The above is relative to property located in specific Municipalities termed as high “tensione abitati-
va”, the rent of which is defined according to criteria agreed upon by the different Landlord and 
Tenant Associations. 

** Land rent agreements (exempt from stamp duty), besides the ordinary way, can be registered by 
submitting, within the month of February, a report summarising the agreements that were ente-
red into the previous year. In this case the tax is applied to the total compensations declared in the 
report and cannot be less than the fixed sum of Euro 67.00. If the summarised report is not used, 
tax will be applied to each agreement where the minimum sum to pay is always Euro 67.00. 

EXAMPLE: 
Agreed annual rent: Euro 5,000 
Registration tax due: Euro 5,000 x 70% = Euro 3,500.00 x 2% = Euro 70.00 

IMPORTANT! 
If the annual rent Euro 3,500.00 x 70% = Euro 2,450.00 x 2% = Euro 49.00 
the minimum tax to pay is Euro 67.00 
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